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CONFIDENTIAL SUVA 1382 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINR, UR, FJ 

SUB J : SOVIET VESSEL BASHIKIRIYA 

REF: A. CINCPAC DTG302041Z NOV 76 

B. SUVA 1351 

C. SUVA 1356 

1 . AMERICAN OCEANOGRAPHER AT USP INVITED ABOARD TWO SOVIET 
SHIPS RECENTLY IN PORT, THE TUNGUS AND NAVAL RESEARCH VESSEL 
BASHKIRIYA. HE TOLD EMBOFF THAT BASED ON OBSERVABLE EQUIP- 
MENT, BOTH ARE DESIGNED FOR EXPLORATION OF FISHING GROUNDS. 

HE WAS SURPRISED, HOWEVER, WHEN CREW MEMBERS HE TALKED TO 
DID NOT SEEM INFORMED ABOUT LIVE BAIT POLE AND LINE FISHING 
TECHNIQUES, ALTHOUGH VESSEL RIGGED FOR THAT PARTICULAR FISHING 
METHOD. 

2. ABOARD BASHKIRIYA SOURCE HAD HALF HOUR CONVERSATION WITH 
CAPTAIN AND SEVERAL CREW MEMBERS. HE SAID CAPTAIN HAD BEEN 
INFORMED BY GOF THAT THE SHIP HAD FAILED TO FOLLOW APPROPRIATE 
PROTOCOL WHEN IT ENTERED PORT AND THAT HE SHOULD HAVE CALLED 
ON A CABINET LEVEL OFFICIAL RATHER THAN COMMANDER FIJI NAVAL 
SQUARDRON. CONSEQUENTLY, ACCORDING TO THE CAPTAIN, HE WAS 
CAREFULLY LIMITING CONTACTS BETWEEN HIS CREW AND LOCALS, SO 
AS NOT TO PROVOKE ANY MORE DISPLEASURE. 
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3. SOURCE SAID THAT THE SESSION WAS UNEVENTFUL, EXCEPT FOR 
A QUESTION ABOUT AMERICAN RESEARCH VESSELS. HE WAS ASKED 
ABOUT LARGEST US SHIP. AND HE MENTIONED THE ATLANTIS II. 

WHEN HE WAS FURTHER ASKED "WHAT ABOUT THE CHALLENGER?" MARSHAL!, 
REPLIED HE HAD HEARD OF TWO GLOMAR SHIPS, AND THAT ONE OF 
THEM WAS DESIGNED TO LIFT CERTAIN SUBMARINES FROM THE OCEAN 
BOTTOM. THAT PROMPTLY ENDED THAT PART OF THE CONVERSATION. 

4. OCEANOGRAPHER SAID THAT FROM THE EQUIPMENT HE SAW ON BOARD, 

THE SHIP WAS EQUIPED FOR HYDROGRAPHIC WORK. BUT THAT DURING THE 
VISIT , THERE WERE NO EXCHANGES BETWEEN THE SHIP AND THE LOCAL 
HYDROGRAPHIC OFFICE. 

5. I REQUESTED OF N-2 LAST SUMMER IDENTIFICATION MATER- 
IAL 

ON SOVIET VESSELS. THIS HAS NOT YET ARRIVED AND WOULD 
APPRECIATE HAVING PROMPTLY AS POSSIBLE. 

FLANEGIN 
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